Accurate knowledge of what insect species occur in agricultural systems is an essential first step in integrated pest management. Insect surveys were conducted in commercial orchards and experimental plantings of papaya, Carica papaya L., in the state of Espírito Santo, Brazil, aiming at identifying pests of papaya in this area. The whitefly species Trialeurodes variabilis (Quaintance) was found infesting papaya at several locations in Espírito Santo. This species is not generally recognized as a pest of papaya (Picanço et al. 2003) and has not previously been reported in Espírito Santo. Therefore, the record of its collection on papaya in this state is reported here (Table 1) .
T. variabilis was found in one sample collected from leaves of papaya growing in a research greenhouse in Sooretama municipality, Espírito Santo in October 2002. This species was also identified in samples collected from papaya from four field sites in Linhares municipality, Espírito Santo in November and Whiteflies are among the most important agricultural pests in the world. Adult and immature stages of these insects cause direct feeding damage to plants by piercing and sucking sap from foliage, thus causing weakening and wilting plants and reducing plant growth rate and yield (Berlinger 1986 ). In addition they commonly harm plants by extensive secretion of honeydew that contributes to the development of sooty mold on plants, which inhibits photosynthesis and reduces marketability of fruits such as papaya (Berlinger 1986) . Whiteflies are also potential vectors of viral diseases of plants including viruses that infect papaya (Culik et al. 2003) . Two viral diseases of papaya, Papaya ringspot virus -PRSV-p (mosaic) and Papaya meleira virusPMeV (sticky disease) (Zambolim et al. 2003) , are extremely important in Brazil. There is no evidence that these diseases are transmitted by whiteflies; however, an association between meleira virus and B. tabaci biotype B has been observed (Vidal et al. 2000 cited in Ventura & Costa 2002 . Damage to papaya caused by T. variabilis appears to be similar to the damage commonly caused by whiteflies in other crops with heavy infestations resulting in sooty mold that covers plants and fruits (D. dos S. Martins unpubl. data). The collections and identifications reported here constitute the first record of T. variabilis in the state of Espírito Santo and suggest that this species is common in this area and a potentially important pest of papaya in Brazil. The fact that this species has also been found on papaya in other parts of Brazil indicates that it is likely to be a much more important pest of papaya than has been generally recognized. Thus, additional research on this species in this country is warranted.
